
One wa y to analyze the economic health of a community is 
t o d etermine its sales p attern as com pared to that in 
lar ger area s . The following gra p hs, show ing Sanford's 
retail sal e s as a p ercentage of Lee County and of State 
Eco no mic Area 6, ind icate s that Sanford increased its 
pr o p ortion of retail sales and value received from ser v
i ce s up t o 1954 after which i t l o st some of its earlier 
g ains. The pr o p or tion that the various retail activities 
su ch as food, furnishin g s , apparel, etc. ta k e of the to 
tal retail sales of Sanf or d is si milar t o the Lee Coun t y 
proportions. ( See Appendix A.) 

The consumer survey revealed that 59.9 pe rcen t of the 
buyers of Sanford's central area come either from San 
ford or fro m an area within t wo mile s of d ow nto wn San
ford. Th e communities fr om wh ich mo st of Sanford' s 
out side customers come are Pittsboro , Br oadway, Go ld
st on , Carthage, Lillington and Fayetteville. 

POPU LATIO N I N MARKET AREA: The area from which Sanf or d ' s 
customers c ome had an estima ted 1 960 p o p ulation of 67,000 . 
By 1 980 , accordin g to estimates de ve loped by th e Di vi si on 
of Commun ity Planning, the area is ex pected t o have a 
p o pulation of approximately 77,000. Sanford's p o p ulation 
during the same peri o d is expected to g r ow fro m 12,253 in 
1 960 to approximatel y 17,7 00 in 1 980. Alm ost 50 percent 
of the total trade area population grow th is, therefore, 
expected to take place in Sanford. The p o pulat ion of 
Sanford is expected t o rise from 18 percent of the trade 
area population at present to 23 percent in 1 980. 
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